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TAGS: PFOR, IS, UR, UN 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI CONCERN RE EXTENSION UNEF MANDATE 
GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

1. TSRAF.LT ambassador dinitz telephoned deptasstsec 

ATHERTON FEB 13 TO SAY THAT ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM FONMIN 
EBAN GOI WOULD LIKE DISCUSS WITH USG SOON PROBLEM OF 
EXTENSION UNEF MANDATE, PRESENTLY DUE EXPIRE APRIL 74. 
DINITZ SAID THAT GOI CONCERNED, THOUGH IT HAS NO DEFINITE 
INFORMATION RE SOVIET INTENTIONS, THAT IN ORDER AVOID 
POSSIBLE USG VETO ON UNEF REMOVAL, SOVIETS MIGHT MAKE 
DIFFICULTIES WHEN IT COMES TO EXTEND UNEF MANDATE. 

2. ATHERTON REPLIED THAT THIS INDEED SUBJECT TO BE 
LOOKED INTO BUT THAT IT WILL FIRST BE NECESSARY FOR US TO 
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CONSIDER THIS POSSIBLE PROBLEM WITHIN USG. ATHERTON SAID 
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THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE WE HAVE NO INDICATIONS THAT ANYONE 
INTENDS MAKE ANY PROBLEMS OVER EXTENSION UNEF MANDATE 
BEYOND APRIL. 

3. ATHERTON ASKED IF GOI HAD ANY IDEAS ON HOW TO HANDLE 
JOINT DISCUSSION OF THIS PROBLEM. DINITZ RESPONDED THAT 
IN EVENT SUBJECT HAD COME UP IN TALKS BETWEEN SECRETARY 
AND GROMYKO, PERHAPS USG ALREADY HAD IDEA OF SOVIET 

INTENTION RE FUTURE OF UNEF. ATHERTON INTERJECTED THAT 
HE WAS NOT AWARE THAT THIS HAD COME UP BUT THAT HE WOULD 
LOOK INTO IT. DINITZ CONTINUED THAT, OF COURSE, THERE 
WOULD BE NO PROBLEM IF SOVIETS AND U.S. COULD AGREE BEFORE- 
HAND AND GIVE ASSURANCES THAT THEY WISHED TO RENEW UNEF 
MANDATE. IF, HOWEVER, USG THINKS THAT SOVIETS MIGHT 
CHOOSE ISSUE OF UNEF MANDATE AS ONE IN WHICH TO TOSS THEIR 
WEIGHT AROUND, THEN GOI AND USG, IN THEIR MUTUAL INTEREST 
WOULD HAVE A PROBLEM WHICH THEY OUGHT TO ADDRESS JOINTLY. 
DINITZ SUGGESTED, JUST OFFHAND, THAT PERHAPS ONE PARLIA 
MENTARY TACTIC THAT MIGHT PROVE USEFUL WOULD BE FOR FIRST 
EXTENSION OF UNEF MANDATE TO BE FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD. 
ATHERTON SAID WE WOULD EXAMINE PROBLEM WITHIN USG AND BE 
IN TOUCH. KISSINGER 
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